[Anaesthesia with flunitrazepam (rohypnol) and fentanyl for geriatric patients (author's transl)].
Favorable clinic experiences with an anaesthetic involving rohypnol (flunitrazepam) and fentanyl led to an investigation of the haemodynamic effect of this procedure in a group of 9 geriatric patients, aged from 86 to 95 years. Anaesthesia was induced with 0.5 mg rohypnol and 0.1 to 0.2 mg fentanyl depending on the narcotic effect of rohypnol, intubation was performed under relaxation with suxamethonium and long term relaxation was achieved with pancuronium. The patients were normoventilated with nitrous oxide/oxygen. The individual values of the changes in cardiac output and total peripheral resistance showed a great variation. There was a significant correlation between the relative changes in mean arterial pressure and total peripheral resistance (r = 0.69, p less than 0.05) but no correlation between mean arterial pressure and cardiac output (r = 0.09). This indicates that the pronounced drop in arterial pressure which occurred in 4 patients can be explained by a decrease in total peripheral resistance. Careful dosage of the drugs, in particular of fentanyl, and knowledge of adequate measures to treat a decrease in blood pressure if it occurs, appears to be a prerequisite for the use of this type of anaesthesia in poor risk patients.